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Empirical Analysis: Identify Causality or Structural Relationship?

——Suggestions on Econometrics Education in China
XU Qili

Abstract: By sorting out the discipline atiribute, research system and academic schools of econometrics, as
well as summarizing the Nobel Prizes won by previous econometrics, it is concluded that identifying causality and i-
dentifying structural relationship have always been two demand lines for economic empirical analysis, and developing
causal econometric models and structural econometric models have always been two supply lines for econometrics to
respond to empirical demand, causal measurement and structural measurement therefore constitute the two lifelines of
the development of econometrics. Along these two lines of development, we make suggestions on the education of e-
conometrics in China; First, we should build econometrics with the idea of interdisciplinary, not with the idea of dis-
ciplinary integration; the interdisciplinary mode of econometrics should be unified, but the interdisciplinary program
can be diversified. Secondly, for universities of finance and economics that focus on structural measurement, the de-
partment of quantitative economics should be located in the school of economics; for universities of finance and eco-
nomics that focus on causal measurement, the department of quantitative economics should be located in the school of
statistics. Third, we should cultivate talents in the whole chain of econometric research: we should strengthen the
theoretical talents of econometrics, we should complement the development talents of econometrics, and we should
expand the promotion talents of econometrics, and fourth, we should enrich the application talents of econometrics.

Keywords: econometrics; causal econometrics; structural econometrics; economic demonstration;

econometrics education
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